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The 1944 report has been condensed and not
itemized as much as in previous years because of lack
of time due to extra heavy snow and shortage of paper.
This shows up most in our highway account but as we
paid all employees with separate check and the auditors
have checked the cancelled checks with payroll sheets
it shows that all have been paid.
We are pleased to call your attention to the fact that
the Town has paid the last bond of the series issued















Supervisors of Check List
George P. Stacy Roscoe Nelson


































Representative to Geyieral Court
Ellsworth H. Berry
Resigned to enter Service October 1, 1944.
Annual Report
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Strafford in the
County of Strafford in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Strafford on Tuesday, the thirteenth (13th) day of
March, next, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act
upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be nec-
essary to defray town charges for the ensuing year
and make appropriations of the same.
3. To see what sum of money the Town will raise
and appropriate for the support of the poor, including
Old Age Assistance.
4. To see what sum of money the Town will raise
and appropriate for highways and bridges.
5. To see what action the Town will take in re-
gard to the rate of pay per hour for labor, teams, and
trucks on the highways.
6. To see if the Town wishes to purchase any
equipment for snow removal and raise and appropriate
money for the same.
7. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate
the sum of seven hundred seventy-seven dollars and
thirty-seven cents ($777.37) for Town Road Aid Con-
struction.
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8. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate
the sum of nine hundred eighty-seven dollars ($987.00)
for post-war Class II Construction, and set it aside as
a Capital Reserve Fund.
9. To see if the Town will take any action on
fire fighting equipment, and raise and appropriate the
money for the same.
10. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the
three (3) one thousand dollar ($1,000.00) bonds in the
hands of Treasurer to a» Capital Reserve Fund for post-
war Class II S. A. 0. Construction.
11. To see if the Town will vote to support United
States membership in a general system of international
cooperation, such as that proposed at the Dumbarton
Oaks Conference, having police power to maintain the
peace of the world.
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of sixty-five dollars ($65.00) to the
Lakes Region Association.
13. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate
any money for snow fence.
14. To see what action the Town wishes to take in
regard to the Soldiers' Memorial Fund, and raise and
appropriate for the same.
15. To see if the Town will vote to petition the
State Tax Commission to have an audit made by the
Division of Municipal Accounting and to make an ap-
propriation to cover the expense of such audit.
16. To see if the Town will vote to grant a two
per cent (2%) discount on property taxes paid in full
within thirty (30) days after issuing tax warrant.
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17. To see if the Town will authorize the Select-
men to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
18. To transact any other business that may le-
gally come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this twenty-sixth





A true copy of Warrant—Attest
:
MAURICE H. CASWELL, •
CLYDE S. GRAY,
Selectmen of Strafford,
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Act. Exp. Est. Exp.




Town Officers' Salaries, $1,167 50 $1,500 00 $332 50




138' 00 100 00 $38 00
Expenses Town Hall and
'other Town Buildings, 51 73 50 00 1 73
Protection of Persons and
Property:
Police Department, 25 00 25 00 ,
Fire Department, 36 58 100 00 63 42
Health:
Health Department, includ-
ing hospital, 10 00 10 00
Vital Statistics, 6 00 6 00
Highways and Bridges:
Town Maintenance:
Summer, Winter, 4,500 00 6,500 00 2,000 00
General Expenses of
Highway Department, 777 37 777 37
Libraries
:
Libraries, 42 50 42 50
Public Welfare:
Town Poor, 476 93 500 00 23 07
Old Age Assistance, 872 65 1,000 00 127 35
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day and Other
Celebrations, 50 00 50 00
Soldiers' Memorial, 250 00 . 250 00
Interest:
On Bonded Debt, 27 50 27 50
On Principal of Trust Funds
Used by Town, 160 00 160 00
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Town's Share, 984 00 987 00, 3 00
Indebtedness:





Payments to Other Govern-
mental Divisions:
County Taxes, 2,599 78 2,599 78
Payments to School
Districts, 10,170 19 10,170 19
Total Expenditures, $23,054 19 $25,127 84 $3,390 88 $1,317 23
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Summary of Inventory
Lands and buildings, (exclusive of growing
Town of Strafford 13
Average rate of taxation per one hundred
dollars valuation for all purposes, 3 26
Amount of property valuation exempted to
soldiers, 9,190 00
Amount of property valuation exempted to
blind, 100 00
Number of inventories sent out, 500




Election and registration expenses,












Payments on principal of debt,
County tax.
School tax,





Less estimated revenues and credits:
Interest and dividend tax, $421 58
Railroad tax, 08
Savings bank tax, 236 81
Motor vehicle permit fees, 350 00
Fines and forfeits—municipal court, 10 00
Interest received on taxes, 211 83
Total revenues and credits, $1,230 30
$21,850 67
Plus overplay, 284 73
Net amount to be raised by taxation, $22,135 40
Less regular poll taxes at
$2.00, $660 00
National bank stock taxes, 3 25
663 25
Amount to be raised by property taxes on
which tax rate is to be figured, $21,472 15
Taxes to be committed to collector:
Property taxes.
Regular polls at $2.00,
National bank stock taxes,
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Statement of Bonded Debt
The last bond was paid December 2, 1944.
Statement of Assets
Cash in hands of treasurer,






Due to School Districts
:
Town of Strafford 17
Waterhouse lot, 35a, 75 00
J. Franklin Brown lot, 27a woodlot, 200 00
A. Descheneaux, 22a Foss and Brown lots, 50 00




1944 auto permits, $482 96
1942 dog licenses, $2 00
1943 dog licenses, 17 00
1944 dog licenses, 137 00
$156 00
Disbursements
Acc't 1944 auto permits, $482 96
Acc't 1942 dog licenses, $2 00
Acc't 1943 dog licenses, 17 00












Poll taxes, regular $2.00,





Poll taxes regular, $2.00,
Poll taxes special, $3.00,






Penalty on poll taxes, $.20,
National bank stock,
Poll taxes regular, $2.00,
Poll taxes special, $3.00,
Discount allowed.
Uncollected taxes as per list
Property taxes.
Poll taxes regular, $2.00,
Poll taxes special, $3.00,
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Levy of 1943
Dr.
Uncollected tax February 1, 1944, $4,248 91
Interest on 1943taxes, 100 94
Penalty on poll taxes $.20, 13 00
Added taxes, 88 98
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Velna Hall, paid in Rochester,
Grace Berry, over 70,
Mrs. Ivan Hayes, paid in Concord,
Catherine Chandler, transient,
Millicent Boswell, transient,
Leo Jockiner, out of town,
Marion Jockiner, out of town,
Millard Thompson, unable to pay,
Alvah Hubbard, out of town,
Evelyn Hubbard, out of town,
Charles Purdy, paid in Rochester,
Mary Purdy, paid in Rochester,
Mary McCrae, paid in Rochester,
Harry Day, out of town.
Flora Day, out of town,
Helen Valley,
Harry Murray, paid in Rochester,
Annie Murray, paid in Rochester,
Mildred Young, paid in Portsmouth,
Joseph Mason, over 70,
Thomas Crennan, paid in Rochester,
Edward Lacombe, out of town,
Maude Lacombe, out of town.
1942 List
Frank Foster, out of town,
Nina Foster, out of town,
Albion Curtis, transient,
Edmond Valley, in service,
Helen Valley,
2
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Taxes Bought by Town Not Redeemed
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Chester Tuttle,





Cash on hand February 1, 1944,
.
$11,550 40
Total receipts, 28,784 82
$40,335 22
Payments
Total payments, $31,868 56






tor, 1944, $23,362 98
Less discounts, 1944, 195 24
Less uncollected,
1944, 4,749 80
Property taxes, current year,
actually collected, $17,401 93
Poll taxes, current year, regu-
lar at $2, actually col-
lected, 470 00
Poll taxes, current year, special
at $3, actually collected, 738 00
National bank stock taxes, 3 25
Total of current year's collections, $18,613 18
Property and poll taxes, previous years, ac-
tually collected, 4,355 34
Tax sales redeemed, 1,792 35
Town of Strafford 25
From State:
For Class V highway main-
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Election and registration expenses, 138 00
Expenses town hall and other town build-
ings, 51 73
Protection of Persons and Property:
Fire department, including forest fires, 36 58
Bounties, 35 50
Damage by dogs, 13 40
Health:
Vital statistics, 6 00
Highways and Bridges:
Town road aid, 2,779 67
Town maintenance (summer, $4,593.37;
winter, $1,675.22), 6,168 59
General expenses of highway department, 302 68






Old age assistance, 872 65
Town .poor, 476 93
Patriotic Purposes
:
Aid to G. A. R. Memorial Day exercises, 50 00
Public Service Enterprises: «
Stanton fund, 200 00
Unclassified
:
Taxes bought by town, 1,652 07
Discounts, abatements and refunds, 275 20
Interest
:
Paid on bonded debt, 27 50




Payments on bonded debt, ^ 1,000 00
Payments to capital reserve funds, 1,000 00
Town of Strafford 27
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions
:
Special poll taxes at $3 paid to State, 738 00
Taxes paid to County, 2,599 78
Payments to School Districts, 11,210 65
Total payments for all purposes, $31,868 56
Cash on hand December 31, 1944,
'
8,466 66
Grand total, $40,335 22
1944 Levy:
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30 Fred E. Huckins,




Mar. 4 Fred E. Huckins,
Apr. 1 Fred E. Huckins,
May 6 Fred E. Huckins,
"Fred E. Huckins, taxes bought by
town,
June 3 Fred E. Huckins,
Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
July 1 Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
Fred E. Huckins,
Aug. 5 Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
Sept. 2 Fred E. Huckins,
Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
Oct, 7 Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
Dec. 30 Fred E. Huckins,
Fred E. Huckins, 1943 abatements,
1942 Levy:
1944
May 6 Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
July 1 Selectmen, takes redeemed,
Aug. 5 Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
Sept. 2 Selectmen, taxes redeemed,
Dec. 30 Fred E. Huckins,
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Levy of Previous Years
:
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All Other Licenses and Permits
:
Town of Strafford 31
Rent of Grader:
1944
Apr. 10 Harold Tasker, $10 00
Refunds
:
Dec. 2 Chas. W. Varney Co., compensa-
tion insurance, $6 48
Interest on Government Bonds
:
1944
Aug. 5 Treasurer of United States, $25 00





Aug. 25 Fred T. Stanton Estate, $200 00
Detailed Statement of Payments
Town Officers' Salaries
1944
Feb. 28 M. H. Caswell, balance of salary, $60 00
G. Howard Ambrose, balance of
salary, 35 00
Mar. 4 Clyde S. Gray, balance of salary, 68 00
Apr. 1 M. H. Caswell, 50 00
May 6 Albert H. Brown, auditor, 8 00
Woodbury Durgin, auditor, 8 00
M. H. Caswell, 40 00
26 G. Howard Ambrose, salary in part, 50 00
June 3 Clyde S. Gray, salary in part, 75 00
July 1 M. H. Caswell, salary in part, 30 00
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12 G. Howard Ambrose, balance of
Town of Strafford • 33
Clyde S. Gray, 8 50










July 1 Record Press, checklists,













34 . Annual Report
Aug. 5 Robert Whitcher, shingling sand
shed, . 20 00
Oct, 7 Rockingham Mutual Fire Ins. Co., 1 19
Fire
1944
May 6 Virgil F. Scribner,
June 3 State of N. H., nozzles,
Sept. 2 Virgil F. Scribner,
$51 73
$27









M. H. Caswell, .
Dec. 2 Samuel Hutchinson,














Gas tax, used for maintenance,
1944 appropriation,
Gas Tax for Highways
1944
June 21 Treasurer, State of N. H., $242 80
Gas tax expended for maintenance, $2,071 27





Dec. 2 Ruth Huckins, 1944 appropriation, $42 50
Old Age Assistance
1944
Dec. 2 State of N. H. for year 1944, $872 65
Town Poor
1944
Dec. 2 Strafford County Farm (Harvell)
,
eleven months, $338 90
Thorne Co., (Wilkinson), 138 03
$476 93
Memorial Day
May 20 Treas. Parker Mt. Garage, $50 00
Taxes Bought by Town
1944
May 6 Fred E. Huckins, 1943 taxes,
costs and interest, $1,652 07
Discounts and Abatements
> 1944
Dec. 30 Fred E. Huckins:
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Interest on Bonds
1944
June 3 First National Bank of Rochester, $13 75
Dec. 2 First National Bank of Rochester, 13 75
$27 50
Interest on Trust Funds
1944
Dec. 2 Roland S. Brown, treasurer, Aus-
tin-Cate Academy, $160 00
Payment on Bonded Debt
1944
Dec. 2 First National Bank of Rochester,
final payment on bonds, $1,000 00
Payments on Government Bonds
1944
Mar. 14 First National Bank, $1,000 00
1 $1,000.00 Series "G" Bond
^ for post-war State Aid Const.
Payments to Trustee of Trust Funds
1944
Sept. 2 Treasurer, Trustee of Trust
Funds, Fred T. Stanton Fund, $200 00
County Tax
1944
Dec. 2 Charles W. Jackson, treasurer, $2,599 78
Schools
1944
Mar. 4 Florys E. Smith, treasurer, $500 00
Apr. 1 Florys E. Smith, treasurer, 1,000 00
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Fire Warden's Report
1. Always be careful with fire in or near wood-
lands.
2. Comply with regulations governing the use or
starting of fires there. Remember
a. You need written permission from your local
forest fire warden for debris burning fires when the
ground is not covered with snow.
b. Be sure your match, cigar, cigarette and pipe
ashes are OUT before dropping them.
3. Be fire-minded NOW as never before ; be care-
ful ; caution others to be careful ; be cooperative and
thus help your warden, your town, your nation and
yourself
!
Help the War Effort by Preventing Forest Fires
The 1944 fire record for our town is
:
Number of fires, 1
Acreage burned. None





Cash on hand February 1, 1944, $26 20





Supplies, etc., 2 29
$34 43
Cash on hand January 1, 1945, $34 27
Total fund on deposit in Rochester Trust Co., $1,313 58
Report of Librarian
Books added by town, 15
Books loaned, including Bookmobile:
Center, 608
Crown Point, 196
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School Warrant
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the town
of Strafford qualified to vote in district affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town House
in said district on the 13th day of March, 1945, at 2:00
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following sub-
jects :
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for
the ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for th^ ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensa-
tion of any other, officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in
relation to. any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see if the district will vote to make any al-
teration in the amount of money required to be as-
sessed for the ensuing year for the support of public
schools and the payment of the statutory obligations of
the district, as determined by the school board in its
annual report.
9. To see if the district will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $33 for fire insurance.
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10. To transact any other business that may le-
gally come before the meeting.
Given under our hands at said Strafford this 26th

















Other expenses of instruction,
Janitor service,
Fuel,
Water, light, and janitors' sup-
plies.
Minor repairs and expenses.
Health supervision.
Transportation of pupils.
Payment of elementary tuitions.
Other special activities,
Total for support of schools, $10,056 00 $10,411 00
1944-45
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Other Statutory Requirements:
Salaries of district officers, $252 00 $252 00
Truant officer and census, 20 00 20 00
Academy tuition, 2,700 00 2,970 00
Superintendent's salary, 220 00 230 00
Per capita tax, 258 00 244 00
Other obligations, 75 00 75 00
Total statutory requirements, $3,525 00 $3,791 00
Total required to meet, budget, $13,581 00 $14,202 00
Estimated Income
Balance, $250 00 $75 00
State aid, 3,090 21 3,090 00
Dog tax, 70 00 80 00
Income from trust funds, 15 00 15 00
Total estimated income (deduct)
, $3,425 21 $3,260 00
Amount required to balance bud-
get, $10,155 79 $10,942 00
Special Appropriations Proposed
:
Fire insurance, $14 40 $33 00
(3 yrs.)
Total assessment required to cov-
er budget and appropria-




School Board of Strafford.
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Report* of Superintendent of Schools
To the School Board and Citizens of Strafford:
The present organization of the schools is as fol-
lows :
School
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Educational leaders are advocating the raising of
the compulsory age limit to eighteen years, with public
education available on the junior college level or in re-
gional trade schools. It is likely that a considerable
amount of work-experience for young people will be
combined with their academic training, as time goes
on.
In our own state, some of the forward steps in
school policy advocated by superintendents, include a
minimum salary limit for teachers, state aid for rural
high school transportation (also supported by the state
Grange), restoraton of an adequate number of super-
visory unions, fixing of salaries of State Board of Edu-
cation administrative officers by the Board itself, and
retirement provisions for superintendents as well as
other state employees. Many of these measures could
be provided for in an orderly way by means of allocating
a reasonable millage proportion of the state tax for
state aid to school districts and other needs of state-
wide public education.
After the war, it is more than likely that the gov-
ernment will require a year of universal military train-
ing. Shall this be a full year of strictly military train-
ing at some fixed time, say age seventeen, regardless
of high school graduation, or will there be an option as
to time, place, auspices, and type of training? Shall
this requirement include girls as well as boys, and will
it make provision for the forty per cent of rejectees as
well as those who are fit ? Will all training be in mili-
tary establishments, or will at least part of it be in
civilian schools and colleges, factories, business estab-
lishments, hospitals, and summer camps? Will the
program provide for a wide class of subjects valuable
in both military and civil life, such as science and
mathematics, languages, vocational and technical
training, aeronautics, radio, nursing, information, and
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supply? Will the federal government utilize local fa-
cilities and encourage further development of education
within the states, or will it go to the tremendous ex-
pense of setting up and maintaining a parallel system of
education? It is for the American people to discuss
these questions and make their wishes known.
The work of the music teacher, Mrs. Sadie Mer-
riam, has been continued in the elementary schools and
made available at the Academy. Special work of Miss
Margaret Macdonald, school nurse, included a dental
clinic conducted by Dr. C. H. Manning, sponsored by the
Bow Lake Grange and the Strafford Red Cross, at
which thirty pupils were treated. New septic toilets
of an improved type have been installed at Bow Lake
School. Fourteen bags of milkweed pods for life-jack-






Honor Roll of Perfect Attendance for One Year
Errol Clark, Gertrude Lingard, Marjorie Scruton,
Laurence Brown, David Dean, Dorothy Nelson, Carolyn
Scruton, Glenn Smith, Calvin Stiles.
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Report of School Board
FINANCIAL REPORT, 1943-1944
Receipts
Cash on hand July 1, 1943, $518 97
Federal Aid, 490 76
Sale of clock, 4 00
State Aid, 2,823 02
Trust Fund, 15 07
Dog tax, 156 25
Void check, 4 08
Lost checks added to receipts
(Helen Brown), 15 00




Charles W. T. Willson,
Town of Strafford 53
D. C. Heath & Co.,
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Irene Scribner,
Town of Strafford 55
Insurance
:
StraffDrd Mutual Fire Insurance,
Other Fixed Charges
:




This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Strafford, of
which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year
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